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Paul's Prayer
[bookmark: _GoBack]Question 1
Paul prays that God may strengthen the believers’ inner being with power through the Holy Spirit. This letter is addressed to the church in Ephesians; it is Paul’s prayer that his readers be strengthened in spiritual power, knowledge, and love. Verses 16 -19 shines light into Paul’s prayer items[footnoteRef:1]. He prays for several things to happen to the readers of this letter, first, that they may get inner spiritual strength to live worthy lives. Secondly, he prays that Christ may dwell in their hearts through faith in Him. Thirdly he prays that their being rooted and established in love will give them the power to comprehend the dimensions all the spirituality in relation to Christ’s love for them. He describes these dimensions as wide and long, deep and high. He gives a perspective that God’s strengthening and the presence of Christ are intertwined; one cannot exist without the other[footnoteRef:2]. [1:  Ep. 3:16-19 (HB)]  [2:  EP. 3:18(HB)] 

Question 2
Paul prays for this aspect on behalf of his followers is an illustration of love and contribution to the spread of the gospel. Without strength and knowledge of the power of God, the believers are likely to fall astray or be conformed to the patterns of this world. Paul desires that his readers be in the lineage of God’s household. He starts verse 14 by “kneeling before the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”[footnoteRef:3] . This implies that he is motivated by the position of sonship he has and is using it to plead to God on behalf of the believers. It might be said from the entire prayer and plea that Paul desires his readers to attain spiritual maturity as a result of Christ dwelling in their hearts. The goal of Paul is to encourage the believers that they have the right to enlarge their desires and stretch their imaginations for they are assured of the riches of glory. [3:  Ep. 3:14 (HB)] 

Question 3
The act of kneeling regarding this prayer depicts Paul’s attitude towards this prayer issue. It is important to note that most of the apostles preferred praying while standing around the period but Paul mentions his prayer posture so that the believers may have a grasp on the intensity of his prayer and how important it will be for the prayers to be fulfilled in their lives. He believes that the source of the strengthening is the Father and through this prayer, He will strengthen the believers. [footnoteRef:4]  This prayer makes it clear that the Holy Spirit is the catalyst for impartation of divine power to human beings. He prays for the church to personally experience the fullness of grace and truth. [4:  Ep. 3:20 (HB)] 

Question 4
The conclusion of the Apostle’s prayer celebrates the power of God before breaking into praise in verse. 21. [footnoteRef:5]The statement “more than we can ever ask for or imagine” implies the limits of our imaginations. It shows that God is capable of doing more than the believer’s mind can desire. He knows the needs in a believer’s heart before they speak it out; hence this part of the scripture depicts the fact that He has made a provision for the believers before they even ask for it.  God grants the believers things they could not have asked for through the power of the Holy Spirit to meet their real needs. Without the Holy Spirit’s intervention, believers do not know what and how to ask for their needs. It is by divine power that enables He provides what we need and is capable of doing more than our minds can think or conceive through His abundant power and love. This statement shows God’s measureless power and abundance above all “we ask for.” [5:  Ep. 3:21 (HB)] 
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